Bethel Friends 
State of the Meeting 2018

When asked to describe the state of Bethel Friends Meeting, Franklin, Virginia, the first comment of several members was “harmonious.”  While we interpret this response as positive, we recognize also that disharmony sometimes creeps into meetings, especially when controversial social issues are raised.  We ask to be held in the Light so that we may be courageous enough to deal with controversy as it arises and that we may sing in harmony rather than just in unison.
During the first half of 2018, we averaged 26 in worship, including sometimes 12 children 12 years and under.  What a blessing we have in Young Friends who are led in Sunday School by Whitney Worrell, sometimes assisted by her husband or other young adults.  Whitney also leads the children in occasional special music for worship.
We also have adult Sunday School, an annual Christmas pageant and Christmas Eve candlelight service, a Halloween party, clean-up days, and third Sunday fellowship lunches.  We’ve created a Facebook page and are planning a web site.  A picture board is being planned to remind our members and attenders of congregational activities.
We have been meeting for programmed worship on first and third Sundays. During 2017, we had Scott Wagoner come for very helpful sessions of congregational coaching.  Out of that experience, we added second Sunday which alternates between unprogrammed worship and some sort of community service.

Ministries include adopt-a-family at Christmas and a “knitting tree” for clothing, gathering supplies for hurricane victims, a drive for school supplies for needy children, yard work for one of our families recovering from illness, and painting rocks with encouraging messages to be hidden throughout the community.  We contribute regularly both goods and finances to Franklin Cooperative Ministry, an ecumenical organization that helps the disadvantaged with assistance for housing, utilities, prescriptions, dental care, household goods, and clothing.  We had planned to enter a float in the 2017 Christmas parade, but weather cancelled the event.
Our meeting house needs attention and is getting some.  A few years ago, a new metal roof was installed with some money willed by a long-time member.  Immediate plans include upgrading our electrical system and lighting as well as installing a new HVAC.  Currently our air conditioning consists of hand-held fans!  Recently, a deep well was drilled to replace the shallow well damaged by an anonymous voter one election day (Bethel is a polling place).  We also recognize the critical need to add siding and new shutters to the meeting house.

Challenges include development of more structure; e.g., we currently lack a Ministry and Counsel.  We also could benefit from more follow-up to our congregational coaching and more concrete long-range planning.  Such planning needs to include permanent pastoral leadership.  One major step forward this year was being accepted into the larger Quaker family by membership in NCFF.
Miami Friends Meeting

State of Meeting 2018
Greetings. It is not possible that we have a representative at the NCFF meeting, but we will be in spirit and in prayer with you asking the Lord to bless you and guide you in the agreements you make.

Our church continues to work and proclaim the message of the Good News of love and peace. In the last several months, our members took the responsibility of the Sunday wordship service This was a test for us, but the Lord guided and strengthened us. In June, the Monthly Meeting made the decision to call the pastorate to Dikson Santiesteban so that he had the responsibility of guiding our congregation. Dikson is a graduate of the Evangelical Seminary of Theology in Matanzas, Cuba and since his arrival in Miami he has actively cooperated in all of our activities. He was a pastor for several years in Cuba Yearly Meeting and on Sunday July 1st was presented to our congregation as our new pastor.

I believe that our group, although small in number, both individually and as a community has maintained and strengthened their faith. We look to the future knowing that God will bless us and guide us on the path for His honor and glory.

We send our love to everyone at the NCFF meeting.

Walter Tamayo

Mount Airy Friends Meeting
State of the Meeting 2018

Mount Airy Friends Meeting is loving, harmonious membership with a positive energy.  We seek to know and follow the will of God in an atmosphere of respect.

Our minister, Jon Cawley, delivers well thought out sermons based on scripture which connect our times to biblical times.  This helps us to understand the reasons for differences of present day thought and the culture of those times – but still keeping the common sense and loving teachings of Jesus.

There is continued emphasis on the principles and heritage of the Society of Friends, their lack of creeds and their embracing of differences in people 0 the inclusiveness of Friends.

Our entire membership is stronger in faith and in unity one with another.

We believe that this spiritual report speaks to the Condition of our Meeting.  We seek God’s Spirit to work in and through us to grow into a stronger congregation.
