MINUTES OF 
CALLED MEETING
NORTH CAROLINA FELLOWSHIP OF FRIENDS
February 2, 2025
5:00 pm

At a called meeting on Zoom, windows filling two screens (with one or more Friends in each) were open and Friends participating.
Clerk Richard Wilcox explained that the purpose of the meeting was to discern whether or not to have NCFF join as a plaintiff the lawsuit filed by several yearly and monthly meetings (Philadelphia YM, New England YM, Baltimore YM, Adelphi Meeting and Richmond (VA) Meeting. This suit names the Dept. of Homeland Security and Kristi Noem, Secretary of the Dept. of Homeland Security as defendants. It is opposing the reversal of a long-standing tradition and recent U.S. policy to not conduct immigration enforcement in “protected” or “sensitive” areas, including schools, hospitals, houses of worship and public religious ceremonies like weddings and funerals. This Quaker v. Homeland Security suit involves only Friends Meetings. There is another suit involving interfaith houses of worship also, but Friends have not joined that one. 
There have been incidents of ICE entering worship spaces already, so this is not an academic exercise.
Democracy Forward is funding this suit, and Richard is in touch with Counsel there. She is available to answer questions, though it was decided to funnel those through one representative per Meeting.
Information from Counsel: 
· The plaintiffs must show that this policy reversal has – or is anticipated to – cause harm. 
· Risks – Media attention, discovery investigations, an affected family could be targeted. 
· “Safety in numbers” and a Post Office Box argues for NCFF to be a party to the suit, rather than monthly meetings.
Richard asked Friends to share the sentiments of their Meetings:
· Somerton Meeting is supportive of NCFF joining the suit.
· New Garden Meeting is supportive.
· Deep River Meeting has not discussed this in monthly meeting, but those present felt they would be supportive.
· Winston-Salem Meeting is supportive.
· Jamestown Meeting has not had a monthly meeting either, but with so many on the call, the Clerk (Kathy Adams) felt they would be supportive.
· First Friends Meeting has not had a monthly meeting, but several Friends spoke in favor of NCFF joining the suit.
· Bethel Friends Meeting has not discussed this, but Wayne Blythe is supportive and believes that others would be as well.
· A question was raised about whether all Meetings needed to be contacted regarding their position, or whether those on this call were able to make the decision today. Richard indicated that those on the Zoom call could decide.
· Inspirational words shared at New Garden’s monthly meeting: “If not now, when?” and noting that taking legal action would be in concert with its charge to become an anti-racist religious body.
Richard stated that his sense of the meeting was that Friends were in favor of joining as an additional plaintiff, which is possible through Monday. He asked whether anyone on the call was not in unity, and no one spoke up. He asked whether an amicus brief was needed, and Friends felt that was not necessary. So he will report to Counsel that NCFF will be an additional plaintiff.
Richard noted that he has been invited to a meeting of the NC Council of Churches to discuss the situation. He will share the outcome of that meeting, and will keep our membership updated on the suit.
If Meetings have any potential data on harm caused or anticipated, please share it with him via one point of contact for each Meeting. Also, if Meetings which had not held monthly meetings yet could send Richard a formal minute acknowledging their support for joining the suit that would be welcome.
Counsel expects a judgment quickly – in a week or two.
Success of the suit would mean the previous policy is put back in place. This could potentially help other populations that are vulnerable (schools, hospitals, etc.) Losing the case would result in an appeal, which Counsel also believes would be a quick process. 
EMAIL RECEIVED BY RICHARD LATER, WHICH WAS SENT DURING THE MEETING: A message came from Pat Cheadle that Forsyth Meeting is also supportive of joining the suit.
Minutes of this meeting will be sent to Richard’s email list.

Respectfully submitted,
Kate Seel, Recording Clerk

 
